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Background: PhD research on urban cemeteries as public
spaces

Cases: Cemeteries in Oslo and Copenhagen

Study: An analysis of cemetery strategies in Oslo and
Copenhagen

Implication for practice: Visions for the future
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Background: Cemeteries on the opposite sides N M
of the Baltic sea

Staroe cemetery, Kaliningrad, Russia Assistens cemetery, Copenhagen, Denmark

3 Source of the right photo: gattacabcn; https:/iic krip/aivkmr. Norwegian University of Life Sciences
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Background: PhD project i

« Master degree in urban studies (Malmo University).

* PhD project (2017-2022) “Urban cemeteries as
public spaces: A comparison of cases from
Scandinavia and Russia”.

 How do planners and policymakers define the role
of urban cemeteries? How do people use and
perceive them? What can we learn through a cross-
cultural comparative lens?

* Interdisciplinary research: human geography,
urban planning, landscape architecture, public
health.

« Main supervisor: Helena Nordh.

Norwegian ‘ . . . . .
Unliversity of Life ; <X 4 Norwegian University of Life Sciences

Sciences.{Source: , 4
NMBU archive.




Background: Cemeteries as special places

The presence of death in physical settings makes the role of cemeteries
exceptional and complex. Cemeteries:

hold “emotional significance” (Rugg, 2020);

simultaneously contain landscapes of emotion, commerce and community
(Woodthorpe, 2011);

contribute to green infrastructure, civic identity and local place attachment
(McClymont, 2016);

provide space not only for the disposal of human remains but also for recreation
and cultural encounters (Skar, Nordh, & Swensen, 2018);

function as restorative environments that support relaxation, reflection and
contemplation (Nordh, Evensen, & Skar, 2017).

Norwegian University of Life Sciences



Background: Cemeteries’ multifunctional role

Social arena

Ecological function

Spiritual function Commercial function

Primary function
(disposal, consolation
and commemoration)

Benefits for well-being Historical archive

Heritage and
tourism

Leasure and
recreation

Norwegian University of Life Sciences



Cemeteries’ meanings and functions shape a
complexity that requires a sensitive framework for
planning and management, especially in cities.

Cemeteries are often “planning’s ‘skeleton in the
closet” (McClymont, 2014).

The role of cemeteries varies in time and across
cultures.

Densification as a mainstream planning strategy
might change the role of urban cemeteries which call
for better articulation of cemeteries’ qualities.
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On the photo: Grorud cemetery, Oslo.
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Cases: Cemeteries in
Copenhagen
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Cases:. Cemetery contexts i

- ose. |Copenhagen |
Population 677 139 623 404

Number of cemeteries run by the PAREEIRF)] 5 (130 ha)
city (total cemetery area)

Responsibility of cemetery The collaboration between the Church of  The municipality of Copenhagen
provision on the city level Norway and the municipality of Oslo

Allowed committal practices Burial, cremation Burial, cremation

Cremation rate (national 76% (44%) 95% (85,5%)

cremation rate

Physical committal form Coffin graves, urn graves, common areas  Coffin graves, urn graves, common

for interment of ashes, columbaria (since  areas for interment of ashes,

2021). Possibility to apply for scattering of  columbaria. Possibility to apply for

ashes over nature or the sea scattering of ashes over nature or the
sea




By

Sharpsng

= -
Marisheio B g
M
Meg o
..:I e’

Lt b bt

TEloat el

.‘1

. ]

Lanithanshaugen

4 Hegoshaug

14y L
#
b werlghin
™

27 L
Hai . Skyartaeng ¢
PR al §

f
|
1
1
1 E e o~
#
Lk A Kjilsd
Korevoll ¥’
z .
i
x - Grefser
(o |
SO
Sand :n.r-'l-_ 0
L
cravi i Diig i

S
\——__\
\

AT A

Mesoddiangen

roet

\

‘density 5172

AT

!

e

.,

(population per sq.

Tt L

Fos5 '11 l

L, Oslo
population 576 813
area IBD.S%W

m)

-

chnging

W
N7

\

-

]
-

d

Gladiax

Bransha)

i

. Copenhagen
)| population 623 404

naby ¢ area 76.8 km?

densrt'flﬂ 155.5 (population per 5q. km)
it

4 wr]

Cemeteries,
ranged by their size:

maore than
30 ha

2335 . 20-30 ha
s

. 10-20ha

. 1-10 ha

_ ; - & lessthan1ha

! L1
2, L e R T % one cemetery in
L LT S g i . T ‘ Dslo is located

I amager outside of the
.~ map

municipal
borders

4 — - -

o 3km
]

Cradgqar:

Basemap: OpenStrestMap.



Study: An analysis of cemetery
strategies in Oslo and Copenhagen

m}s‘mlm it
“\ LENSCHOY.




Study: An analysis of cemetery strategies in Oslo and N
Copenhagen

P, 5N

Oslo kommune
Byridet

Politik for udvikling af Kebenhavns Kommunes

o
Byridssa 253017, FEM KIRKEGARDE
FREMTIDENS GRAVPLASS - GODE, GRONNE BYROM M 0 D 2 0 6 5

Sammendrag:
Oslo har 1831 mél med gravareal som primeert skal brukes til gravlegging av byens
innbyggere.

Oslo skal vaere en livssynsipen by og en god by & bo i for alle. Graverdsetatens
primazroppgave cr 4 sarge for at Oslos innbyggere begraves med verdighet og med respekt for
avdodes tro eller livssyn. I tllegg skal etaten sorge for at kommunen har tlstrekkelig
gravareal for sine innbyggere.

Byradet onsker i tillegg 4 tilettelegge gravplassene for felles bruk av arealene, samtidig som
roen og verdigheten ivaretas, og uten at det forringer gravplassenes primiere bruk og

funksjon. Oslo stir overfor store utfordringer i &rene som kommer, og gravplassene kan pa
flere miter bidra til en positiv utvikling for byen.

Oslos gravplasser utgjor en del av vir felles kulturary, og fungerer pé flere méter som en del
av den overordnede grontstrukiuren. Mange bruker dem (il giennomgang og rekreasjon. 1
tillegg har de som grantomrader en vikiig funksjon for klima og miljo. Byradets visjon er at
Oslo skal veere en gronnere, varmere og mer skapende by med plass til ale. Basert pa denne
visjonen har byens gravplasser et vikiig potensial som kan utvikles i takt med byen og
befolkningens behov for gronne byrom.

Byridet har folgende mal for byens gravplasser:

1. Gravplassenes funksjon som urbane, gronne byrom skal tydeliggjores
2. Det skal stimuleres il innovasjon og utvikling innen forvaltning, drift og bruk av

gravplasser
Klima- og miljoarbeidet p gravplassene skal styrkes

Byradet foresldr at bystyret tar saken il orientering.

Saksfremstilling:
los 20 gravlunder og kirkegérder omfatter til sammen 1831 mal, og ligger spredt rundt i
byen. Grunnen eies av Kirkelig fellesrid i Oslo, og gravplassene drifies og vedlikeholdes av
vafzrdmtcn etter avtale med fellesradet, som i Iwn.hald til Kirkeloven og Gravferdsloven
har drifts- og. fellesridet har

amarberte om gravplassen 1 Olo siden 1997, da nivarends Kikelos ide s ke Avilen
som | dag regleersamareide, ulopr 31.122017. Byrdet ha e llmaks forlenget
avtalen i byradssak

Forvaltning og drift av gravplasser er underlagt Lov om gravplasser, kremasjon og gravferd
(gravierdselsloven) og Forskrifi om lov om gravplasser, kremasjon og gravferd

Saksnr: 2017028696

"Future cemeteries — great green urban spaces”, "Policy for development of Copenhagen’s
2017 municipal cemeteries towards 2065”, 2014

18 Norwegian University of Life Sciences
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Study: Qualitative analysis of the documents and interviews

Type of data Oso | Copenhagen

"Future cemeteries — great green ”Policy for development of

Strategic documents urban spaces” Copenhagen’s municipal

cemeteries towards 2065”

Cemeteries and burials agency City operations bureu
Department of culture and sport  Technical and environmental

Interviews (10 people) from: administration

Landscape architect Landscape architect
Community church council

Grabalov, P. & Nordh, H. (2020). “Philosophical park”. Cemeteries in the Scandinavian urban context.
Socialni studia / Social Studies, 17(1), 33-54.

Grabalov, P. & Nordh, H. (2022). The future of urban cemeteries as public spaces: Insights from Oslo
and Copenhagen. Planning Theory & Practice, 23(1), 81-98.
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Study: Similar visions but different focuses

* More public cemeteries with a
more diverse role.

« Oslo: cemeteries’ potential to
iImprove urban environment
and climate (“green shift”).

« Copenhagen: cemeteries’
contribution to social life and
the urban fabric (“liveability”).

20 Vestre kirkegard, Copenhagen. Pavel Grabalov Norwegian University of Life Sciences
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* Both Oslo and Copenhagen
cemeteries are used for recreational
purposes.

« Systematic observations of people’s
activities in two cemeteries in Oslo,
Gamlebyen and Jstre (Evensen,
Nordh, & Skar, 2017): visiting a grave,
crossing, walking dog, jogging,
strolling, socialising, having picnic.

» The scope of activities varies across
cemeteries because of location and

S Rea surroundings, physical design

o i e 2 features, etc.

22 Local politicians at a therapeutic garden in Vestre cemetery, Copenhagen. Source of the photo: Norwegian University of Life Sciences
https://sydhavnenliv.dk/artikel/ikke-set-f%C3%B8r-i-k % C3%B8benhavn-nyt-omr%C3%A5de-%C3%A5bner-p%C3%A5-vestre-kirkeg%C3%A5rd
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Implications for practice: “Proper” recreation?

Her soler folk seg i bikini pa
graviunden: - Respektiost og
hensynslost overfor de
parorende

Here people are sunbathing in bikini at
N ‘ the cemetery: — Disrespectful and
Gk, a inconsiderate towards the relatives

KTV

NYTER SOLEN: Lerdag formiddag brukte folk Var Frelsers Graviund ved Hammersborg til 4 sole seg. Foto: Petter Stocke-
Nicolaisen

@nsker ' holde'daden pa avstande.

“We would like to keep the death in distance”



Implications for practice: “Proper” recreation?

“Where is the limit for what it is OK to use cemeteries for”

Avisa Oslo @
29, januar - 3

Hvor gar grensen for hva det er greit 3 bruke graviunder til?
B
¥

The cemetery is a place where we
commemorate our loved ones. Have people lost
respect for this? Jogging, walking dogs and
having a picnic in a cemetery is disrespectful
and inappropriate.

My parents are buried here and | think they
would have liked to be surrounded by people
having picnic, walking their dogs or small
children running around.

24 Norwegian University of Life Sciences



Bere begraeleshader
Doner med overviegt af grevstades

Zoner med fokus pa relreativt ophold
Fijrnfakder til rehrestiv Brug

[:I Ingen begreveds

« Zoning of cemeteries into
“burial” and “recreational” parts.

« Zoning can be supported by
vegetation, park infrastructure
(benches, etc.) and lighting.

* How to avoid segmentation of a
cemetery?

25 lustration: a zone map of Bisebjerg kirkegard in Copenhagen from its development plan. Norwegian University of Life Sciences
Source: https://kk.sites.itera.dk/apps/kk_pub2/pdf/1492_QNicUIv41i.pdf.



Implications for practice: Better access through

iInformation

EY
L

gravierdsetaten + Fallow
Cemeteary of Our Saviour

gravferdsetaten Mopsen Sato setter
pris pd byvandring. Her en pust i
bakken pd Wir Frelzers graviund.

gravierdsetaten mgravierdsetaien
#hyvandring #Fmilahovedstadenz(19
#rammegrav #graviund #b én{.ﬂv&hg

Reply

gravierdsetaten Foto:
@dagingedanietsen 4l

Reply

bjomossin t- '

Qg N

41 likes

Log in to like or commen

Making cemeteries more
visible and accessible
both physically as well as
in citizens’ minds.

Raising awareness about
cemeteries qualities and
appropriate behaviour, e.g.
through social media.
Promoting cemeteries
cultural and environmental
values, e.g. through
educational excursions.

26An Instagram post by Oslo’s Cemeteries and Burials Agency showing a dog on a leash in Var Frelsers Norwegian University of Life Sciences
cemetery. Photographer, Dag Inge Danielsen. Source: https://www.instagram.com/p/BxMymDmpP7S/.



Implications for practice:

* From the right to the city (Henry

Lefebvre and David Harvey) to
the right to the cemetery.
Which activities can take place in
cemeteries? Which user groups
are invited and who is excluded?
Who decides this and on which
grounds?

Primary functions of cemeteries
should be a key to this question.

Right to the cemetery? "

Henri Lefebvre

The Right to the City

27
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“The presence of the dead
among the living will be a
daily fact in any society which
encourages its people to
live”.

A Pattern Language: Towns, Buildings,

Construction (1977) by Alexander, C.,
Ishikawa, S., Silverstein, M., Jacobson, M.

28 On the photo: a damaged wall of Bispebjerg kirkegard in Copenhagen
(photo by Pavel Grabalov).

Norwegian University of Life Sciences
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